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Dear Culture Contrarians,

Theology is an interesting study. It can help us understand some passages of Scripture, but it can also cause us to ignore others, especially ones that do not quite fit our system. But shouldn’t our theology line up with the Scripture, rather than trying to force Scripture to fit our theology?

The man born blind in John 9 is the heart of John’s gospel. It contains Christ’s penultimate miraculous sign and also contains His second “I am” statement. On the Sabbath Jesus spit on the ground, made clay, smeared it on the blind man’s eyes and told him to go wash in the Pool of Siloam. When he returned—seeing! —Jesus was gone, but the neighbors took him to the religious leaders for an explanation. By the time the dust settled, his parents declined to assist the Pharisees, and the man born blind (who now could see) refused to be intimidated. He had been handicapped all his life and was used to abuse from all kinds of cruel people. Religious leaders did not intimidate him; they forthwith excommunicated him from their religious group. 

Jesus heard about what the Pharisees did to him and tracked him down. Throughout the Gospel of John those who believe in Jesus are promised everlasting life—sometimes the Apostle John teaches this (John 3:16), and sometimes He quotes Jesus as promising everlasting life to anyone who believes in Him (John 6:47). The question He asks the man He healed is quick and to the point, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” After determining that Jesus is the Son of God, the blind man declares, “Lord, I believe!” and he worshiped Him (John 9:38). I like to imagine him gazing straight into the eyes of the Son of God as he makes his declaration and then kneeling at His feet in worship of his newly found creator. It made an indelible impression on the Apostle John, who is the only Gospel writer to record this miracle, which fits perfectly with the theme of his Gospel: Believe in Jesus and receive everlasting life.

It is important to note the questions Jesus did not ask: Do you surrender your life? Do you give your heart to Me? Will you help Me build the kingdom? Do you depend, rely, put your confidence in, or trust Me? (Reliance or trust in the Lord are privileges for believers; both Hebrew and Greek have two different words that maintain the distinct nuances between “faith” and “relance.”) It is also important to notice John’s consistent use of the prepositional phrase, “believe in Me,” or here “in the Son of God.” A noun clause would be as follows: Do you believe that (fill in the blank here: “I am the Son of God,” “I give everlasting life,” “I will die for your sins and rise again,” I am the God/Man, Creator, Judge, etc.”). The prepositional phrase, in contrast to a noun clause, leaves open the increasing growth and knowledge of the initial exchange between God and man. 

As we are believing in the Son of God and worshiping Him, we—like the disciples—will continue to marvel at who He is and what He can do. He turned a lot of water into wine—and His disciples believed in Him (John 2:11). He fed the 5,000 with a few meager rations, and His disciples collected 12 baskets of leftovers; He walked to them on the waves of a storm, and then made them time travel to the western shore. And of course, there is the man born blind and Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. Are we not always marveling at what the unmatched resurrected Son of God can do? 

Does anyone seriously doubt that the man born blind received everlasting life at the time of his believing in the Son of God? It seems to me that theological and propositional statements about what a person must know and believe for justification before God may obscure the point of Scripture, namely that we are justified by believing in the Son of God. Do you believe in the Son of God?


